The Strange Murder of King Thiri-thu-dhamma
The manuscripts state that he was unable to convince the King
of his danger. THri-thu-dhamma brushed aside his allegations.
He refused to believe that the Queen whom he loved could harbour
such designs. Her stronger character had always dominated him.
Lat Rone's story seemed wholly incredible. Like other abnormal
and deluded men, moreover, he felt very strong. The elixir, and
those other indications of power and glory which he possessed, had
given him an inflated feeling of security.
Lat Rone being unable to bring any concrete proofs now sug-
gested that the truth of what he had said might be tested by
omens. At the court of Mrauk-u omens were taken in various
manners, but the method selected in the present case was that
called 'hearing tar an'. According to the theory of taran, if an
important event were approaching, its reverberation would first
reach the minds of those least ruled by reason. Such persons would
become aware of it before its arrival into the upper consciousness
and would inadvertently say something to indicate its existence
and nature. To listen for such chance remarks, a man used to be
sent to stroll through the streets. Experience showed that the
most likely to make them were children, women, and artists, such
as actors or poets.
The King agreed to this test and a confidential agent was sent
out. On his return he reported to Lat Rone that he had heard
observations which appeared to him significant. One of them was:
' King Hari has made stupid errors. He will die and ruin will over-
take the kingdom.' Another declared: 'If an iguana becomes a
crocodile, rivers cannot bear it, if an underling becomes an over-
man, the country cannot prosper.'
When these taran were repeated to Lat Rone, he was pro-
foundly shaken. His suspicions became certainties. ThM-thu-
dhamma's life was in mortal danger. He hastened to tell him what
he had heard. * Your Majesty in infancy had the name Hari,' he
reminded him- 'Who can doubt that the underling is Kuthala?
Not only is Your Majesty's own life threatened but the kingdom
itself is menaced with destruction.'
On this occasion Thiri-thu-dhamma listened with more patience
and attention, but he was not yet sufficiently convinced to give
orders for the seizure of the conspirators- He preferred to send for
the Queen and confront her with the allegations which had been
made. But Nat Shin Me* had no difficulty in setting his mind at
rest. She knew well how to play on his belief in his own invulner-
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